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preserve their own languages and traditions, but in many districts
they were autonomous; for example, the Turcoman tribes and
Kurdish confederations in Northern Syria and Iraq and in
Eastern Anatolia were autonomous under their hereditary chiefs,
(v) The heterodox Islamic sects also possessed local autonomy
in districts where they were strong enough to maintain it. This
was particularly true of the Druzes in Lebanon and later in
Jebel Druze; also to a large extent of the Alawis, who were,
however, in certain parts subject to Sunni landowners. With
autonomy they also possessed their own courts for deciding cases
in accordance with their own customs and religious doctrines.
In other regions the heterodox Moslems were persecuted and
forced to conform to the Sunni religious law. Perhaps the
Shi'is incurred harsher treatment than any other community,
although in Iraq where they were very numerous they managed
to preserve something of their tradition: their shrines and
centres of learning.

The ' Millet System '

(vi) The Christians and Jews did not form part of the com-
munity of the State, and had no share either in its military or its
religious organization, although converted Christians could and
did rise to the highest positions, and even unconverted ones
could make themselves useful to the Sultan in many ways.   But
they constituted recognized communities of their own, with a
considerable degree of autonomy.   The  recognition of such
communities may go back beyond the birth of Islam, but it was
given religious sanction by the Islamic doctrine of the * People
of the Book'.   It was adopted and carried further by the Ottoman
Turks.   After the fall of Constantinople, Sultan Mehmet the
Conqueror conferred upon the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of the
city of civil as well as religious headship of the millet or * nation *
of the Orthodox.   Subsequently other autonomous Christian
wzflfefe, each coterminous with the Empire, were recognized by
the Government, until by the beginning of the present century
they numbered fourteen.   The Jews also constituted a millet.
The main features of the c mlkt system * have been well sum-
marized as follows:

The heads, both central and local, of the millets were chosen by the
mfltet, but the choice was subject to the Sultan's approval, com-
in the form of an Imperial berat, which alone enabled the